
WW carbon footprint

An office with large windows and expansive views sounds idyllic, doesn’t it? But maybe not if the workers and office 
equipment are exposed to direct sunlight and the unwelcome conditions of an office sauna. ILONA TEREMI uses a 
series of office tales to demonstrate the benefits window furnishings can bring to a workplace.

sauna
Have you ever worked in one of those offices 
where the sun shines directly in or it is so 
bright you can’t even read your computer 
screen? Recently, a friend of mine told me 
about three such experiences she has had in 
different workplaces during her career.

Her first experience, which occurred many 
years ago, involved an office in the CBD. 
The view from her new office was beautiful, 
overlooking parkland, but the sun shone in for 
most of the day, making it an unbearably hot 
place to work. To top it off, her boss was awful 
and she did not have the courage to ask for 
blinds or some other type of flexible window 
furnishing to be installed. One day, however, 
some tradesmen walked in and informed her 
they were there to install blinds on all of the 
office windows. Jackpot! What a difference it 
made to her work environment! Her office was 
cooler and more serene and she felt she became 
more productive immediately.

Years later, after having moved on in her career, 
she bumped into a colleague from that office 
who happened to tell her why those blinds had 
been installed. It was not because she had been 
a fabulous employee or to improve her working 
conditions but because her awful boss owed the 
Tax Office a lot of money and he had found out 
that investigators were sitting in the parkland 
opposite with binoculars trained on the office 
windows trying to catch a glimpse of him so that 
they could come up and serve some documents 

on him! So the blinds were clearly designed to 
give him privacy.

Now my friend went on to tell me about her 
second experience, when she started work for 
a well-known large Australian company, where 
again she was given what seemed to be a nice 
office with a lovely view of a gorgeous Jacaranda 
tree in blossom. The problem was, once again, 
that the sun beamed directly into her office for 
a large part of the day, and despite the air-
conditioning her office became a sauna. It was 
so hot that she would often have to remove her 
suit jacket and she avoided wearing any items of 
clothing to work that were too heavy.

At a time when you would think sexism 
no longer existed in these large reputable 
organisations, one of the senior executives 
couldn’t help himself and commented, “It’s so 
hot in here, soon you’ll be in a bikini!” Maybe 
there was an ulterior motive as to why the 
management did not invest a small amount of 
money on window furnishings for her office!

You will be pleased to hear that my friend’s 
third experience was near perfect. She was 
allocated an office with a view but, in this 
case, shaded automatic roller blinds had 
been installed. If needed, she could manually 

override the automation but otherwise as soon 
as too much light or sun was detected, the 
sensor would trigger the blinds to automatically 
roll down and they were sheer enough so that 
she could still see the view.

Surprisingly, it was the landlord of the office 
building who had paid for the blinds to be 
installed. The landlord claimed that controlling 
the light and heat entering the building assisted 
them with their management of the building’s 
central ducted air conditioning system used 
by all of their tenants and helped them to 
meet their energy emission targets. Now those 
landlords knew what they were doing!

Too often, the benefits of clever design in 
window furnishings for office environments 
are underestimated. Not only do good window 
furnishings add to the overall look of your 
tenancy, they can also assist in creating a more 
comfortable and productive workplace for your 
employees and a welcoming environment for 
your customers and clients.

After all, saunas are only great when you are on 
holidays! n

T h e  o f f i c e

ContaCt      Ilona Teremi
Business     Prestige Blinds and  

Awnings Pty Ltd
Phone        +61 (7) 5597 1266
www.prestigeblinds.com.au 

Too often, the benefits of clever design 
in window furnishings for office 
environments are underestimated. 

A r t i c l e  c o u r t e s y  o f  W o r K i N G  W o M e N ®  M A G A z i N e  –  w w w.wo m e n s n e t wo r k . co m . au


